FIRST OVER EVEREST
and four toes and can bellow like a bull. His stomach is small,
but his digestion so powerful that every bone of his victim is
dissolved while still being stowed away in his gullet. By means
of a fold in his tongue, pressing against the roof of his mouth,
he can breathe comfortably through his nose while the whole
of his mouth gapes open under water; birds act as his obliging"
dentist, free of charge, and a buffet from the tail oC-eife of
these fully-grown reptiles can knock an unsuspecting man into
the water.
Altogether, a crocodile is a most unpleasant sort of neighbour
in a swimming-pool. Englishmen in India, particularly army
subalterns, sometimes indulge in the sport of crocodile-fishing.
A large bait, the more putrid the better, is thrown into the
river on an anchor attached to a steel hawser, or strong rope,
and when the beast is hooked there ensues a tremendous tug-of-
war. Two strong sticks tied crossways will often serve the
purpose of steel hook, since the jaws of a crocodile, like those
of a bulldog, never willingly release their prey.
This sport was first referred to in one of the oldest writings
of man, the Book of Job:
"Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? or his
tongue with a cord which thou lettest down ?
Canst thou fill his skin with barbed irons ? or his head
with fish spears \
Lay thine hand upon him, remembering the battle, do
no more."
Only those who have tried their hands at this form of sport
in India, know the truth of the old chronicler's graphic remarks.
Besides bathing, the other great form of recreation at Purnea
and Lalbalu aerodrome, was polo, This was played on sturdy
Bhutiya ponies with a sprinkling of walers and country-breds.
Polo is part and parcel of Indian life, and one of the great
attractions of a country that has mothered and fathered the sport
for centuries, sending in the course of time the challenge of her
supremacy across the seas to the Argentine and the United
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